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Believing that the sovereignty, long-term
stability, prosperity, and further democratic
development of the states of Central Asia
serve the strategic interests of the United
States and Russia, we pledge transparency
and cooperation in our relations with the
states of Central Asia. An important step for
ensuring their security is to eradicate ter-
rorist activities in Afghanistan once and for
all and to assist in the prevention of their
reoccurrence.

We reaffirm our commitment to working
with the Government of Georgia on
counterterrorism issues, while upholding
Georgian sovereignty, and hope that the
presence of terrorists in this country will be
eliminated. As members of the Friends of
the UN Secretary-General on Georgia, the
United States and Russia remain committed
to advancing a peaceful, political resolution
of the conflicts in Abkhazia and South
Ossetia. We pledge to work closely with all
relevant parties to these conflicts to reduce
military tensions, address civilians’ security
concerns, and foster a lasting political settle-
ment that preserves Georgia’s territorial in-
tegrity and protects the rights of all of those
involved in the conflicts. We highly appre-
ciate the contribution of the UN Security
Council, concerned states, and international
mechanisms which participate in peaceful ef-
forts toward resolution of these conflicts.

We note with satisfaction the entry into
force of the Treaty on Mutual Legal Assist-
ance in Criminal Matters between the
United States of America and the Russian
Federation, which will facilitate joint efforts
on criminal and terrorist cases.

We will work to strengthen the exchange
of professional know-how and experience in
such areas as transportation security, hostage
takeover, and airplane hijacking, among oth-
ers.

We will work to strengthen national, bilat-
eral, and multilateral measures to prevent the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction,
related technologies, and delivery means as
an essential element of the fight against inter-
national terrorism and all those who support
it.

An important step in our joint cooperation
will be a meeting of our scientists in June.
We will seek to develop jointly new tech-

nology to detect nuclear material that can be
used to manufacture weapons for purposes
of terrorism.

The U.S.-Russia Working Group on Af-
ghanistan has proven a successful vehicle for
joint efforts between the United States and
Russia to counter terrorism emanating from
Afghanistan. Recognizing the increased
threat of terrorism originating in other re-
gions of the world, we have directed that the
Working Group’s agenda be broadened, and
that it be renamed the U.S.-Russia Working
Group on Counterterrorism. Among other
issues, this Working Group will address the
threats posed by nuclear, biological, and
chemical terrorism. The next meeting of the
Working Group will take place in the Wash-
ington area in July 2002.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President George
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May 24, 2002

At our first meeting in Ljubljana, we ex-
pressed our commitment to foster a dynamic,
forward-leaning economic relationship. We
applaud the tremendous efforts made over
the past twelve months to realize this goal.
We are encouraged by the close contacts that
are forming between our business commu-
nities and our governments, and the invest-
ment and trade opportunities that are grow-
ing out of these relationships.

Success in our bilateral economic and
trade relations demands that we move be-
yond the limitations of the past. We stress
the importance and desirability of graduating
Russia from the emigration provisions of the
U.S. Trade Act of 1974, also known as the
Jackson-Vanik Amendment. We note that the
Department of Commerce, based on its on-
going thorough and deliberative inquiry, ex-
pects to make its final decision no later than
June 14, 2002 on whether Russia should be
treated as a market economy under the pro-
visions of U.S. trade law.
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We note our emerging energy relationship,
which is aimed at enhancing global energy
security and stability of supplies. In view of
the successful advancement of the Sakhalin-
I project and the opening of the Caspian
Pipeline Consortium’s Tengiz-Novorossiysk
pipeline, we welcome implementation of
more projects in the fuel and energy sector,
including in the area of oil-refining and gas-
processing and transportation as well as de-
velopment of ports and production tech-
nology. We call for continued cooperation
both on the basis of Production Sharing
Agreements and other frameworks so that
other multi-billion dollar joint projects can
move forward. We also encourage our busi-
nesses to participate in the Commercial En-
ergy Summit scheduled for later this year in
the United States.

We continue to place high priority on Rus-
sia’s accession to the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO), and we reaffirm our commit-
ment to working together to accelerate Rus-
sia’s entry on standard terms. We recognize
the recent release of the first draft of the
Working Party report as an important mile-
stone in Russia’s accession process.

We welcome the efforts of the Russian-
American Business Dialogue, established at
the time of our meeting in Genoa. The joint
recommendations of this private-sector dia-
logue have been helpful in advancing mutual
efforts to normalize Russian-American busi-
ness ties, strengthening corporate govern-
ance, and promoting cooperation in informa-
tion technology.

We welcome as well the development of
the private sector-led U.S.-Russia Banking
Dialogue and its report to governments. We
hope the Dialogue will foster non-discrimi-
natory cooperation between private-sector fi-
nancial institutions of Russia and the United
States. Among the important areas of co-
operation, we emphasize small business and
mortgage lending, consumer credit, imple-
mentation of cutting-edge technologies, and
training of qualified banking personnel.

We welcome the progress made in Russia
to establish laws and institutions to combat
money laundering. We support the efforts to
jointly counter financial criminal activities,
including within the framework of the
Egmont Group. We attach high importance

to implementation of programs enhancing
cooperation in combating legalization of
criminal incomes.

We note the importance of establishing a
supportive tax, legal and regulatory environ-
ment for the development of small business,
as well as the need to provide access to fi-
nancing, and welcome the $100 million ex-
pansion of the Russia Small Business Fund
of the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development. We encourage other do-
nors to join the United States in supporting
the further expansion of this effort.

We also welcome the announcement by
the United States Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation to back a new $100 million
‘‘Russia Private Equity Fund.’’

We note with satisfaction opportunities for
the further development of successful and
mutually beneficial cooperation in such areas
as civil aviation, commercial space explo-
ration, the International Space Station, com-
mercial satellite launches, and joint design
and production of aircraft machinery.

We hail growing aviation cooperation be-
tween our two countries under the Russian-
American civil aviation agreement. Since
2001, we have achieved agreement on the
opening of new economically viable routes,
including cross-polar flights.

We are confident that the creation of the
Russian-American Working Group on Trade
and Aerospace Cooperation will foster ex-
panded direct contacts between aerospace
corporations and airlines of our countries.

We welcome the positive trends in our co-
operation in the area of information tech-
nologies, which is emerging as one of the pri-
ority areas of our bilateral relationship. The
introduction of U.S. companies’ advanced
technologies in the Russian market, including
through licensed modern software applica-
tions, contributes to economic growth in
Russia. We support growing cooperation
through services provided by Russian compa-
nies in designing software and high-tech
products on the basis of Russia’s existing sci-
entific capabilities. We welcome the Infor-
mation Technology Roundtable, which is
providing for a comprehensive exchange of
opinion between government agencies and
businesses on removing barriers to business
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and protecting intellectual property rights in
this area.

We note growing trade cooperation be-
tween our countries. As our trade and eco-
nomic cooperation gains momentum, we
might face certain contentious issues that
must be addressed in a swift, transparent and
constructive manner by taking account of the
interests of both sides.

Already existing positive examples of co-
operation between U.S. and Russian compa-
nies give us confidence that many new sig-
nificant and mutually beneficial projects will
be implemented in the course of our expand-
ing economic cooperation.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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In keeping with the spirit of cooperation
between our two countries, we affirm the im-
portance of strengthening contacts between
our societies and citizens. We are confident
that direct links between our cities, states and
regions, businesses, educational, research,
and medical institutions, and non-govern-
mental organizations increase communica-
tion and promote understanding and trust
between the United States and Russia.

Over the past decade, direct ties between
Americans and Russians have grown rapidly,
and they continue to broaden and deepen,
including through joint business ventures
and trade and economic relationships, aca-
demic and cultural exchanges, and coopera-
tive efforts aimed at protecting the environ-
ment and developing new medical tech-
nologies and cures for the most deadly dis-
eases. Such cooperation now goes beyond
programs, projects, and agreements financed
by our governments; our primary role in the
future should be to support this trend by re-
moving legal, bureaucratic, and other im-
pediments. Recognizing the mutual benefits
of travel for our private and official visitors,
the United States and Russia are committed

to streamlining visa practices and taking addi-
tional steps to facilitate travel. To this end,
we have agreed to reduce substantially visa
fees for participants in student and school
exchanges.

We note that government-supported part-
nerships between American and Russian in-
stitutions are flourishing: they include 94
Russian-American sister cities, 8 hospital
partnerships, and 37 university partnerships.
In addition, more than 100 U.S.-Russian
community and institutional partnerships
have been forged between local govern-
ments, judges, businesses, professional asso-
ciations, and other non-governmental groups.

We also recognize the strong ties between
American and Russian regions and cities, es-
pecially the Russian Far East and the U.S.
West Coast. Thanks to existing intergovern-
mental agreements, Native American and
Russian citizens can visit their relatives in
Alaska and Chukotka visa-free. In an effort
to stimulate more of these regional ties, we
have just begun a new program which will
use U.S.-Russian partnerships to facilitate co-
operation, strengthen civil society and media,
and improve the business climate in the Rus-
sian Far East and the Volga Federal District.

Government-supported exchange pro-
grams that send Russians to the United
States and Americans to Russia have also
grown exponentially over the past decade.
Under these programs, more than 50,000
Russian students, scientists, legislators and
others have been hosted by families and com-
munities in all 50 American states. Last year
alone, about 1,000 Russian entrepreneurs
visited the United States to exchange experi-
ences and develop mutually profitable ties
with their American hosts; these business ex-
changes are set to increase significantly this
year. Meanwhile, thousands of American
scholars, scientists, business people, health
care professionals, language teachers, and
other experts from many walks of life have
spent time in virtually every region of Russia,
working side-by-side with their Russian col-
leagues.

We will also continue to support our part-
nership in the critically important area of
health care. Our priorities are fighting such
infectious diseases as tuberculosis, improving
maternal and child health in order to reduce


